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Town  Hull, 

Brightlingsea. 

October,  19‘17. 


To  the 

Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Brightlingsea  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1946. 
The  salient  features  of  the  report  are  : — 

Infantile  Mortality  at  39.5  is  below  that  for  the  Country  as; 
a whole  but  the  absence  of  puerperal  pyrexia  at  maternal  deaths, 
for  the  second  year  in  succession  is  outstanding. 

The  record  of  infectious  diseases  is  very  satisfactory  - there 
being  no  serious  cases  during  the  year.  Measles  was  prevalent 
but  caused  no  deaths. 

The  success  of  the  new  water  supply  is  very  gratifying  and 
from  evidence  at  hand  the  possibility  of  a water  scarcity  in 
Brightlingsea  to  say  the  least  is  very  remote. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  members  of  the  ■ 
Council  for  their  assistance  and  consideration,  and  also  the- 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  other  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their 
help  and  co-operation. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  RAMSBOTTOM. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the 

Area. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Aren  (exclusive  of  water) 

2,873  acres 

Population  (1931  Census) 

... 

... 

4,145 

Population  H.G.  Kstiinates  1944 

... 

4,232 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

... 

... 

1,586 

Rateable  Value 

... 

£20,847 

Sum  Represented  by  a.  Penny  Rate 

... 

£80 

. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Male  Female 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

36 

38 

74 

Illegitimate 

... 

0 

2 

2 

Total  Live  Births  ... 

• • 

36 

40 

76 

BIRTH  RATE 

... 

17.96 

Still  Births  — Legitimate  ...  ' 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births 

... 

37  97 

Deaths  ... 

26 

36 

62 

DEATH  RATE  (Crude) 

, , 

14  65 

DEATHS  FROM  DISEASES  AND  ACCIDENTS  OF 
PREGNANCY  AND  CHILD  BIRTH. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths  Live  and  Still  Births 

Nil  Nil 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


Acfual  Niiml>er  of  Deaths  (Legitimate) 
Actual  Number  of  Deaths  (Illegitimate) 


Infantile  Death  Rate 

Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births... 
Death  Rate  of  illegitimate  infanta  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 


3 

0 


3 

39  471 

40  544 

Nill 


CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH. 


Sex 

1 Male 

2 Female 

3 F emale 


Age 
12  hrs. 

I hr. 

3 mths 


Disease 

Apnoea 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis 


DEATHS  FROM  MEASLES,  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND) 
DIARRHOEA  (Under  1 year) 

NIL 


DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS, CANCER  & INFLUENZA 

Death  Rate  per 

DISEASE  Deaths  1,000  Population  i 


Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

[ Nil 

Nil 

(Non-Pulmonary) 

Cancer  ... 

18 

4 25 

Influenza 

Nil 

Nil 

Heart  Disease 

18 

4 25 

Cancer  and  heart  disease  account  for  over  .50  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  i 
and  15  of  the  18  deaths  from  heart  disease  occurred  in  women. 


DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  DURING  1946. 

Under  1 Year  1-2  2-5  5-15  15-25  25  -35  35—45  45-551 


3 0000023 

55-65  65-75  75  & Over 


7 19  28 

There  have  been  62  deaths  in  1946  as  compared  with  79  in  the  previous* 
year.  The  average  age  of  death  was  69.7  years. 


Below  are  the  figures  for  the  last  five  years  ; — 


Ages 

1946 

1946 

1944 

1943 

1942 

0—55 

...  8 

5 

17 

6 

5 

55—75 

...  26 

30 

28 

32 

39 

75  & OVER 

...  28 

44 

29 

48 

24 

62 

79 

74 

86 

68 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING 

1946 

Disease 

Male 

Female 

T otal 

Cancer  • 

10 

8 

18 

1 ntercranial  Vascular  Lesions 

3 

3 

6 

Heart  Disease... 

3 

15 

18 

Other  Digestive  Diseases... 

1 

0 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

4 

Bronchitis 

0 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

! 

0 

! 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Congenital  Malformations  and  Infanta 

1 

1 

2 

diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Violent  Causes 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Causes  ... 

2 

3 

5 

Total 

26 

36 

62 

The  number  of  deaths  during  1946  is  the  lowest  since  1941.  This  fall  is 
due  to  the  reduced  number  amongst  persona  over  75  whilst  those  of  the 
younger  age  groups  have  remained  almost  stationary.  This  fact  also 
accounts  for  the  year's  average  age  being  slightly  lower  than  usual. 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


Brightlingsea 

U.D. 

Birth  Rate  ...  17.96 

Death  Rate  ...  14.65 

Infantile  Mortality  ...  39.5 

Chief  Infectious  Disease 
Notifications  per  1,000  population 
Scarlet  Fever  ...  Nil 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  Nil 

Puerperal  Fever  and 

Pyrexia  ...  ...  Nil 

Maternal  deaths  per 

1,000  births  ...  Nil 


England  feWales 
as  a whole 

19.1 

11.5 

43.0 


2 38 
.28 

.16 

I 24 
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Section  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Brightlingsea  Urban  District 

Council : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  - J.  KAMSBOfTOM,  M.B.,  Ch.B  , D.P.H  , 
who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Tendring  R.  D C.  and  Acting  M.O  H. 
Clacton-on-Sea  and  Fiinton  and  Walton  U.D  C , and  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  for  the  same  areas. 

Sanitary  Inspector  (Whole-time  Officer)  Mr.  R BOAST,  P.A.S  I . Cert  S I.E  , 
J.B.,  also  acts  as  Surveyor,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector  and  Officer  under  the 
Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  191!l. 

Waterworks  Manager  - Mr.  I.  S.  PRIEST  (Whole-time  Officer). 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  specimens  are  examined  at  the  Emergency 
Laboratory,  Essex  County  Elospital,  Colchester,  and  Water 
Specimens  at  the  Counties  Public  Health  Labotatory,  66  Victoria 
Street. 

Milk  Samples  are  investigated  by  the  Essex  W.A.E.C., 
Writile,  Chelmsford. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

A Infectious  Diseases.  Infectious  cases  are  conveyed  to 
Hospital  by  the  Colchester  Borough  Isolation  Hospital 
Ambulance. 

B.  Brightlingsea  is  a contracting  authority  in  the  Essex 
County  Ambulance  Scheme  for  non-infectious  cases.  There  is 
in  addition  a local  ambulance,  which  is  supported  entirely  by 
voluntary  subscriptions,  for  the  use  of  the  local  inhabitants. 
This  vehicle  is  stationed  at  Messrs.  Aldous  Successors,  Ltd. 
Engineering  Works,  Brightlingsea. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.  No  change 
during  1946. 

MIDWIVES  AND  NURSING  HCMES.  Nq  change 
during  1946. 
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Section  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  new  18  inch  bore  in  Lower  Park  Road  is  now  the 
main  source  of  supply  for  the  Town.  The  water  is  of  good 
quality  as  the  recent  chemical  and  bacteriological  laboratory 
report  given  below  shows.  ■ 


Colour  ; Nil 

Reaction  pH  ; Neutral  ; 7 5 
Alkalinity  as 

Calcium  Carbonate  ; 290 
Hardness  iTemporary)  195 

Hardness  (Permanent)  : 0 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  : 252 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  : 0.0 


Free  Ammonia  : .92 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  : 0.0 
Free  C O 2 : 13 

Oxygen  absorbed  in 

4 hrs  at  27  degrees  d : 0 30 
Metals  : Trace  of  iron  Other 
metals  absent. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  : 0 


These  results  indicate  that  from  the  aspects  of  chemical  analysis,  the 
water  is  wholesome  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 


The  following  facts  should  give  assurance  in  respect  to  the 
quantity  of  water  available  from  the  bore. 

Continuous  pumping  for  7 days  at  the  rate 
of  240,000  gals,  per  day  lowered  the  water 
level  from  114  feet  from  the  surface  to  59  feet. 
tl)n  ceasing  the  pumping  the  water  in  the  bore 
returned  to  rest  level  in  4 minutes. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

There  have  been  no  extensions  made  to  the  sewers  during 
1946. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

Strictly  speaking  there  are  no  rivers  or  streams  in  the 
district. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 
No  conversions  have  been  made  during  the  year. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Scavenging  of  household  refuse  is  carried  out  by  direct: 
labour  and  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 

Salvage  is  systematically  carried  out  in  conjunction  withi 
scavenging.  For  particulars  see  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

SWIMMING  POOL 

The  open  air  swimming  pool  was  available  to  the  public 
during  the  year.  The  water  is  chlorinated. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Other  Houses  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Buildings  other  than  Dwelling  Houses  ...  Nil 

SCHOOLS 

There  are  two  schools  in  the  Urban  District.  The  Junior 
School  and  the  Senior  or  Secondary  School.  These  are 
periodically  visited. 
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Section  D. 


Housing 

During  1946  2 new  dwellings  were  erected  by  private 
enterprise  and  2 by  the  Council. 

Housing  complaints  have  been  dealt  with  as  they  have 
arisen. 

HOUSING  POSITION  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

Plans  for  four  types  of  Dwellings  to  be  erected  under  the 
Council’s  Housing  Scheme,  were  approved  during  the  year, 
work  of  site  clearance  and  preparation  was  carried  out,  and  the 
first  instalment  of  40  houses  is  in  the  course  of  erection.  The 
first  pair  of  houses  was  completed  and  occupied  on  the  20th  of 
November,  and  a further  26  houses  are  in  an  advanced  state  of 
construction. 

Turfed  forecourts  planted  with  decorative  trees  are  being 
provided  for  the  houses,  and  linked  outbuildings  obviate  the 
necessity  for  front  fencing  ot  any  kind  which  will,  it  is  hoped, 
give  a broad  restful  appearance  to  the  estate.  Behind  the  back 
gardens  of  the  houses  are  Council  Allotments,  adjoining  which 
is  the  town  Recreation  Ground,  while  a large  rectangular  green 
with  sites  for  a Social  Centre  and  Garages,  forms  a central 
feature  to  the  scheme. 

The  site  is  situated  on  the  highest  part  of  Brightlingsea, 
all  services  are  available,  and  with  a firm  gravel  subsoil  it  should 
prove  a very  healthy  area  to  reside  in. 

It  is  estimated  that,  when  the  entire  scheme  for  116  houses 
is  completed,  the  housing  shortage  in  the  district  will  have  been 
considerably  alleviated,  and  it  should  then  be  possible  to  proceed 
with  condemnation  and  demolition  of  approximately  20 
dwellings  which  are  in  most  unsatisfactory  condition. 
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Section  E. 

Inspection  of  Food 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  regularly  visited.  There* 
are  on  the  Brightlingsea  Register  7 producers  and  10  retailers. 
Reports  upon  samples  of  milk  taken  during  the  year  are 
For  particulars  see  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

Routine  slaughtering  is  hot  now  carried  out  in  Brightling-- 
sea.  Particulars  of  meat  and  other  foods  inspected  see* 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

SHELLFISH  (Mulluxan) 

During  1946  2,325,364  oysters  were  marketed  fromi 

Brightlingsea  after  passing  through  the  cleansing  tanks.  ThiS) 
compares  with  : — 


1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 


1,665,347 

943,082 

940,658 

809,600 

2,055,714 

2,021,293 

3,407,062 

4,361,107 
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Section  F. 


Prevention  of  and  Control  over 
Infectious  Diseases 


The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
which  were  notified  in  the  district  during  1946. 


Malaria  ...  ...  I 

Whooping  Cough  ..  I 
Measles  ...  ...  i02 

Jaundice  ..  ...  9 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  II 


MEASLES 

This  disease  was  very  prevelent  between  the  middle  of 
October  and  the  end  of  December,  during  which  time  most 
of  the  succeptable  children  appear  to  have  contracted  the 
disease.  No  deaths  occurred. 

PNEUMONIA 

Ten  of  the  eleven  cases  were  notified  between  the  beginning 
of  February  and  the  end  of  June.  Five  deaths  were  registered. 

JAUNDICE 

This  epidemic  disease  is  prevalent  in  Brightiingsea  although 
the  number  this  year  is  low.  With  the  present  stage  of  our 
knowledge  concerning  its  transmission,  it  is  not  practical  to 
take  precautionary  measures. 

DIPTHERIA  PROPHYLAXIS 

The  District  has  again  been  free  from  Diptheria  which  is 
now  the  third  year  in  succession.  The  return  furnished  at  the 
end  of  December,  1946  shows  that  the  percentage  of  children 
immunised  against  diptheria  was 

Under  5 j'ears  of  age  ...  ...  55.1  percent 

From  5 to  15  years  ...  ...  80.6  ,,  ,, 

The  percentage  for  children  over  five  years  of  age  was 
confirmed  by  a census  of  the  number  of  inoculated  and 
uninoculated  children  attending  the  local  schools. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Five  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1946,  two 
being  pulmonary  and  three  non  pulmonary  (cervical  glands). 
The  age  and  sex  in  each  case  are  given  below. 

Pulmonary  I Female  aged  64  years 

• 2 Male  ,,  74  ,, 

Non  Pulmonary  I Male  ,,  2 ,, 

2 Female  ,,  5 ,, 

3 Male  ,,  6 ,, 

There  were  no  deaths  from  either  pulmonary  or  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  patients  on  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the 


end  of  1946  were 

. 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

Total  Cases 

16  Males  14  Females 

8 Males  8 Females 

Total  30 

16 

46 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector 

Town  Hall, 

Brightlingsea,  Essex. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Brightlingsea  U.D.C. 

Sir, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  annual  report  on 
work  carried  out  by  me,  in  accordance  with  the  Sanitary 
Officers’  Order,  1926,  during  the  year  1946,  as  follows  : — 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 


Houses  : — 

(a)  General  inspections  for  repairs,  etc. 

41 

(b)  Under  Housing  Consolidated  Kegulatimis 

10 

(c)  Re-inspections 

Ov'ercrowding  : — 

62 

(a)  Houses  measured  for  Form  “ B ” 

4 

(b  Overcrowding  re-insoections... 

3 

Infectious  diseases 

1 

Disinfections 

. • . 

1 

Water  supplies 

8 

Sanitary  conveniences 

19 

Sewers,  drains,  ditches  and  cesspools 

... 

14 

Cowsheds  and  dairies 

34 

Slaughterhouses... 

. . . 

0 

Food  and  Drugs  ... 

... 

43 

Bakehouses 

8 

Shops 

14 

Factories  and  workshops  ... 

... 

25 

Schools... 

4 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 

1 

Refuse  disposal  ••• 

39 

Verminous  premises 

1 

Rat  infestation  ... 

50 

Complaints  received  and  investigated 

• • • 

Total 

46 

428 

Informal  Notices  served  ... 

... 

... 

62 

STATUTORY  NOTICES  SERVED 

Housing  Act 

1 

Public  Health  Act 

0 

Other  Notices 

... 

... 

0 
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DEFECTS  REMEDIED 

Numbers  of  nuisances  and  (iefects  found  ...  ...  55 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  and  Defects  remedied...  50 

Number  outstanding  at  etui  of  year  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  2 


DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 

No  major  rat  infestation  occurred  during  the  year,  except  at  the  towni 
Refuse  Dump,  and  complaints  of  infestation  were  usually  found,  oni 
inspection,  to  be  due  to  rats  which  singly,  or  in  pairs,  had  been  attracted  by  ■ 
food  supplied  to  backyard  poultry.  The  shortage  of  galv^anised  dustbins  ■ 
also  encouraged  this  sporadic  infestation  htecause  tats  were  able  to  feed  off 
household  refuse  deposited  in  such  receptacles  as  boxes,  baths  and  tanks, , 
without  proper  cov'ers. 

The  town  Refuse  Dump  continues  to  be  a focal  point  to  which  rat.s  are  i 
attracted,  and  here  it  is  a simple  matter  to  exterminate  them.  iSystematic 
poisoning  was  carried  out  at  the  Dump  and  after  one  particular  treatment, 
165  dead  ruts  were  picked  up. 

SHOPS  ACT 

Once  again,  the  severe  shortage  of  fuel  made  it  difficult  to  enforce  i 
provision  of  adequate  temperaturos  in  shops  during  the  cold  weather,  but 
special  attention  was  paid  to  lighting,  ventilation,  sanitary  accommodation 
and  cleanliness. 

One  informal  notice  was  served  in  respect  of  defective  sanitary 
accommodation. 

SCHOOLS 

Routine  inspections  of  Schools  were  carried  out,  and  here  again  the 
temperatures  were  very  low  during  the  cold  weather.  No  other  defects 
requiring  attention,  were  found. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

No  Smoke  Nuisances  occurred  during  the  j’ear. 

FACTORIES 

All  Factories  in  the  district  were  inspected  and  in  five  cases  the  sanitary 
accommodation  was  unsatisfactory.  Informal  notices  were  served  and  the 
necessary  woiks  wore  carried  out  in  all  premises. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY 

Routine  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  were  carried  out,  and  the 
main  difficulty  has  been  the  securing  of  adequate  cleanliness  during  milk 
production. 

Owing  to  extreme  pressure  of  work  and  shortage  of  labour,  cowsheds 
were  not  limewashed  and  cleansed  as  they  should  have  been,  while  both 
milkers’  clothing  and  hands  were  not  always  kept  in  a state  of  absolute 
cleanliness.  In  some  cases  it  was  also  found  that  milking  stools  were  not 
cleaned  after  use  and  had  become  coated  with  a layer  of  grease  and  dirt, 
and  since  the  stools  wore  immediately  handled  by  dairjunen  during  milking, 
they  were  undoubtedly  a contributory  factor  towards  “ dirty  milk.” 

With  regard  to  sterilisation  of  milking  machines  and  equipment,  the  use 
of  sodium  hypochlorite  was  found  most  useful,  and  whereas  with  steam 
sterilisation  an  adequate  temperature  is  not  always  realised,  hypochlorites 
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used  in  accordance  with  directions  invariably  produced  good  results  on 
aual3’sis  of  samples. 

Generally  speaking,  the  main  object  of  work  during  the  year  has  been 
to  detect  sources  of  contamination  during  production  of  milk,  advise  dairy, 
men  on  chemical  sterilisation,  and  in  some  cases,  instruct  milkers  in  elements 
of  milk  bacteriology. 

PASTEURISED  MILK 

One  dealer  was  licenced  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  during  the  year.  The 
value  of  pasteurisation  was  clearly  evident  during  hot  weather  when  on 
opening  a bottle  of  untreated  milk,  the  cream  was  found  to  have  a faintly 
sour  smell  and  taste,  whereas  pasteurised  milk,  on  the  other  hand,  remained 
sweet  and  free  from  any  “ sharpness  ” in  taste  or  smell 

(b)  MEAT 

M'itb  continuation  of  meat  rationing,  the  standard  of  inspection,  and 
subsequently  of  meat  offered  for  sale,  has  of  necessity  been  lowered,  and  it 
has  been  necessary  to  accept  both  carcases  and  offal  which,  in  normal  times 
would  have  been  rejected  or  graded  for  manufacture. 

Frequently  it  was  necessary  to  pass  beasts’  livers  which  were  affected 
with  distomatosis  (fluke),  and  remained  “ pipey  ” even  after  trimming  of 
the  more  badly  affected  parts. 

The  following  meat  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption, 
and  voluntarilj-  surrendered  : — 

3 lbs.  Sheep’s  Kidney  ...  ...  ...  (Hydatid  Cysts) 

(Note  ;*The  carcase  was  wet,  unset  and  emaciated). 


The  undermentioned  foods  were  also  condemned 


5 lbs.  Bacon 

3 lbs.  Butter 
39  lbs  Ch  'ese 
54  lbs.  Oranges 

224  lbs.  Kippers 
42  lbs.  Bloaters 
70  lbs.  Plaice 
14  lbs.  Soles 
28  lbs,  Cod 
28  lbs.  Haddock 
32  lbs.  Filleted  Haddock 

41  tins  Milk 
2 tins  Beans 

4 tins  Peas 

8 tins  Sardines 

9 tins  Corned  Beef 

4 tins  Processed  Meat 
I t in  Salmon 
I tin  Pilchards 
I tin  Prunes 


(Bone  Taint) 

(Rancidi 

I Contaminated  by  vermin) 
I Decomposition) 


Blown  or  perforated  tins 
with  decomposition 


BAKEHOUSES 

Routine  inspections  were  made  and  general  cleanliness  was  found  to  be 
8atisfactor}\ 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  SALVAGE 

Household  refuse  was  collected  from  every  house  once  each  week,  by 
means  of  a driver  and  two  loaders  operating  a mechanical  collection  vehicle, 
land  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Council’s  Refuse  Dump.  During 
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ttie  mmitha  of  May  to  October,  the  durrp  was  treated  witli  Tip  Dressing 
containing  D D d’  , anti  stagnant  walor  iti  the  vicinity  was  treated  with 
Yellow  Cross  hluid  to  prevent  the  breeding  of  mosquitoes. 

Bones,  paper,  bottles,  jars  and  metals  (ferrous  and  non-ferrous  were  ■ 
either  separated  from  refuse  at  the  time  of  collection  or  picked  from  it  at  the 
dump,  and  collected  by  salvage  merchants  as  required.  Rags  were  also 
salvaged  and  baled  before  sale.  Sales  of  salvaged  materials  for  the  year 
were  as  follows  ; — 

Paper  31  tons 

Bones  23  cwt. 

Bottles  and  Jars  37  cwt. 

Iron  ..  87  cwt. 

Rags  ...  12  cwt. 

WATER  SAMPLES 

Routine  Water  Samples  were  taken  at  three-monthly  periods  from  the - 
sources  of  public  supply,  namely  Church  Road  Waterworks,  and  Lower  Park, 
Road  Waterworks,  and  in  all  cases  the  results  of  analysis  were  satisfactory  ■ 

HOUSING 

Although  the  number  of  houses  destroyed  during  the  war,  in  Brightling 
sea,  was  not  great,  the  increase  in  population  and  influx  of  both  workpeople  ■ 
and  retired  persons  has  caused  a severe  shortage  of  accommodation  in  the  • 
town.  A large  percentage  of  houses  in  the  town  is  owned  by  the  occupiers  • 
who  in  their  own  interests,  usually  keep  their  premises  in  good  State  of 
repair,  but  the  shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials  has  made  it  most! 
difficult  for  owners  to  maintain  their  properties. 

Upon  investigation  of  complaints  concerning  housing  defects,  it  has  > 
frequently  been  found  that  the  owner  has  placed  an  order  for  repairs  to  be 
carried  out,  but  that  the  builder  either  has  not  sufficient  labour  available, 
or  has  been  unable  to  obtain  materials. 

The  work  of  housing  inspection  was,  however,  maintained,  and  where  ?i 
possible  builders  were  helped  to  obtain  the  necessary  materials  in  order  to  > 
carry  out  essential  repairs. 

The  Council’s  Housing  Scheme,  which  is  now  in  progress,  should  sub- ^ 
stantially  ease  the  acute  housing  shortage,  when  it  is  completed. 

I am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  BOAST,  P.A.S.I,,  C.S.I.E.J.B., 

Cert.  Meat  & Foods.  i 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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